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KETTERING GARDEN CITY BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR PLANTING MARIGOLD SEEDS 
SEEDS ARE TO BE PLANTED MARCH 22, 1976 FOR PLANTING ON SHROYER ROAD 
APPROXIMATELY THE LAST WEEK OF MAY. 
1. Soak peat cubes so that they are wet but not standing in water 
(approximately 12 - 24 hours). When cubes are sufficiently wet 
they will be soft to finger pressure. 
2. Let drain 5 - 10 minutes. 
3. Place as many cubes as possible on a tray, in a pan, or in a gallon 
milk carton (if using a milk carton, cut top off so that the sides 
are no less than 8 inches high) to prevent drying out. 
4. Place one seed in the small hole in the top of each peat cube. 
You will note that the seed has one end like "whiskers" or a 
paintbrush; this is the top of the seed and the OTHER end should 
be placed down into the hole. Now pinch the cube to close the hole. 
5. Cover top of the entire container with clear plastic (Saran Wrap) 
so that it is almost airtight. This acts as a miniature greenhouse 
and holds in the heat and moisture. 
6. Place in a well lighted area. DO NOT PLACE IN DIRECT SUNLIGHT. 
7. When plants are approximately one inch high remove the plastic so 
that they will have fresh air. 
8. Move plants into a well lighted area. 
9. Note: With the plastic off your miniature greenhouse, the cubes 
may begin to dry out and turn a lighter brown in color. It will 
be necessary at this time to water. 
10. Use a Windex type sprayer for misting the plants 2 - 3 times a day 
or you may water the cubes from the bottom. DO NOT ALLOW THE CUBES 
TO STAND IN WATER. 
11. Recover the plants with the plastic wrap for the weekends as this 
cuts down on the evaporation. 
NOTE: IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO FERTILIZE THESE CUBES AS...J'HEX..A~READY ---
CONTAIN A.o. MILD F--ERTI--LIZ--ER. 
NOTE: MOLD MAY DEVELOP ON CUBES; THIS IS NON-TOXIC AND THEREFORE NOT 
HARMFUL TO THE PLANT LIFE. IT IS A SAPROPHYTIC MOLD WHICH 
DEVELOPS WHEN CERTAIN WEATHER CONDITIONS PREVAIL. THE MOLD WILL 
ALWAYS ATTACH ITSELF TO A STERILE GROWING MEDIUM. IT MAY BE 
WASHED OFF WITH A GOOD WATER SPRAY. DIFFERENT COLOR MOLDS MAY 
APPEAR SUCH AS BROWN, ORANGE, GREY OR GREEN. ALL ARE NON-TOXIC. 
NOTE: If any of your classes are interested in using this program as 
a science project here are a few suggestions: 
1. Cubes vs. soil. 
2. Light vs. darkness. 
3. Percentage of germination. 
4. Length of time to germinate. 
5. Research of the Marigold plant. (How many types, names, etc.) 
For additional information on using this as a science project, 
please contact Phyllis Conwell, 293-2036. 
The Kettering Garden City Beautification Committee would be quite interested 
in any of your findings. 
For additional information please call the chairwoman for your school 
which is listed on a previous letter sent to your school. 
